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Habitat

All resources
needed for survival
and reproduction

- Food
- Cover
- Water

- Breeding locations

- Space



Habitat Management

Manipulate habitat
to initiate a change
In wildlife behavior
and population
size

“If you build it,
they will come”

Maybe...

If they exist, can
find it, etc.




Starting Points

What do you want? — what type(s) of
wildlife, how many?

What do you have? — size of property,
current wildlife species

What Is Iin surrounding landscape? —
species, habitat types

Start with small habitat improvement
projects and build gradually

Jse available resources — stewardship
Drograms, cost-share




onsider landscape
context
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Habitat

All resources
needed for survival
and reproduction

- Food
- Cover
- Water

- Breeding locations

- Space



Feeding Wildlife
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Food plots - Expensive and

often unnecessary?

« Should be small
(Y4 - 5 acres)

 Maximize edge
around the plots

* Clover, lespedeza,
sorghum, wheat
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Trees and Shrubs

Mast Trees
Oak, Hickory, Beech, Walnut
Fruit-producing Trees and Shrubs

Dogwood, Elderberry,
Spicebush, Serviceberry,
Persimmon, Chokecherry



Cover

- Shelter from weather

- Denning and nesting
% | -Hiding cover

- Escape cover



Importance
of stand
structure




Conifers provide
good thermal cover
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Coarse woody debris

Fallen
trees and
branches
provide
cover for
wildlife




Small mammal captures and woody debris

Small mammal captures
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Woody debris Index




Provide Nesting Habitat

Leave Snags and
Cavity Trees

Artificial Nest
Boxes / Platforms

Ground Cover




Snags and Cavity Trees

Foraging, perches,
cover, nesting and
denning sites

Retain a variety of
different-sized trees

Hardwoods last the
longest, but some
species need
softwoods

Make snags?










Protect vernal pools




buffers

iparian
for water and cover

Protect r




Successional Stages

Stage 1 = Bare ground

Stage 2 = Annual grasses

Stage 3 = Perennial grasses and forbs
Stage 4 = Shrubs

Stage 5 = Young forests

Stage 6 = Mature forests




Edge Habitats

Many wildlife
species utilize
multiple
successional
stages



Edge and Interspersion

In general, if you...

Maximize habitat heterogeneity

You will...

Maximize wildlife species diversity




Good edge cover

Cover overhead at waist height e
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:Open at grquhd level
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Abrupt “sharp” efdgés'
Offer very little cover
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- Gradual "soft” edge -
~provides more food

and cover for more
species



Consequences of
Increased edge

- May Increase edge
predation and parasitism .

- Decrease in habitat for
forest interior species
(e.g., squirrels, some
songbirds)

- May encourage
Invasive plant species
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Forest violence
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Logging Roads

« Seeding reduces
erosion and can
serve as food plots

« Often used as travel
corridors for wildlife




Clearcuts

Create several

small clear-cuts
over a period of

time

Irreqgularly shaped
or strips (creates

more edge)







Clearcuts look devastatin
but provide habitat for
wildlife species
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understory for cover

20 years following a clearcut
thy, mature trees with
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Summary

Provide food, cover, & water

Variety of habitat = Variety of wildlife
Provide edge, interior and interspersion
Avoid impacting large areas all at once

Manage with consideration of the
landscape context




Good luck!




