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FOREST SUESSIN N THE SOUTHEAST

SERAL (INTERMEDIATE) STAGES

rvases 1-10 YRS 1005 YRS -
GrzAss . SHRuBS PINE FOREST . HARDWOOD FOREST

W THS e A A & e
= i

(‘ANSGTW mw




Biology 101 - a review

W g

» All plants need:
— space (to occupy & grow)
— sunlight (to make food)
— air (to make food)
— solil (for nutrients, support)
— water (to support, transport)

 As forest managers, we can
manipulate some of these needs.
Which are they???



Wildlife BASIC

REQUIREMENTS

l.) FOOD Sources
Producers

—plant life such
as perennials
and annual

growers




Wildlife Foods (contd.)

Consumers:
— Carnivorous f
— Herbivorous
— Omnivorous




Wildlife Foods (contd.)

Decomposers:
Termites, grubs, maggots, other insects, etc.

« Photo
courtesy of

Beverly
Sparks, UGA

. UGA2721095



. Clover
(Producer)

~ eaten by

* | . Figure 2

Cottontail o
1 Rabbit B |
| (Herbivore) | l
T eaen by Y
}  CONSUMERS
- Red Fox T
(Carnivore) "From: Wildlife Ecology and
-— - - Forest Habitat, Washington

State Cooperative Extension



Preferred Foods -
High value and
nutrition of first
choice if available




Wildlife Foods (contd.)

Staples - moderate value and 2nd choice
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Stuffing/Emergency foods - taken in large
guantities when nothing else Is a
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Wildlife
diversity
within
succession

Short-tailed shrew

Red sguirrel Red fox

Cottontail rabbit

White-footed mouse
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Ruffed grouse

PN

Black-throated
Towhee Purple finch Robin green warbler

Field sparrow Song sparrow

L

Grasshopper Meadowlark
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Grass and forbs l Shrubs and saplings | Opening I Pole timber | Mature timber

As forests change, their structure and available food and cover change as well,
providing habitat for different wildlife species at each stage.



Roads and Skid Trails

Proper seedbed
preparation is key

Seed and mulch with
perennial and annual
species first year.

Annuals could include
winter wheat, rye, and if
mid May even millet.

Return and reseed years
two and three with
perennials such as
clovers and lespedeza.
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11.) WATER
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#1 PRIORITY Fio) Sl S

— Sources include:
 plants
* precipitation
* manmade
watering “holes”
or “guzzlers”

(recommend one
per .5 mile)

e streams and lakes
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tat projects

Waterfowl hab
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111.) COVER

» Types of cover:
— Escape - predation
— Thermal - temperature extremes
— Reproductive - nesting

— Roosting - wild turkey

— Resting [







Resulting Habitat Cover from

logging affects:
Animal dispersion:

>1) Clumped/aggregated - most common
scenario where animals are found
grouped about some element of the
habitat (ie: food or cover)

»>2) Random - animal distribution random
with no discernable pattern relative to
habitat (rare)

»3) Uniform - animal distribution
predictable (rare)




1VV.) SPACE -

Homerange vs. Territory
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BIODIVERSITY

« Why is this desirable?

— Diverse plant species
support a diversity of
wildlife numbers

— Riparian habitats
surround water
resources and thus
plant life abundance
IS evident

— Be aware of native
and non-native
species




Is this biodiversity? It will soon be,
however..
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Extension Agent/ANR Natural Resources
Virginia Cooperative Extension
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