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What is the Wildland-Urban 
Interface? 

• The Wildland-Urban Interface is the 
zone of transition between 
unoccupied land and human 
development. It is the line, area, or 
zone where structures and other 
human develop meet or intermingle 
with undeveloped wildland or 
vegetative fuels.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kV5K
PGwehjc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kV5KPGwehjc
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Challenges & Conflicts 

• The WUI is a focal area for human-environment 
conflicts, including the destruction of homes by 
wildfires, habitat fragmentation, introduction of 
exotic species, and biodiversity decline.

• Balancing the need for development with fire 
prevention and mitigation efforts is essential.



• Communities can create Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans (CWPPs) to assess risks, 
document assets at risk, and engage stakeholders 
in fire-adapted strategies.

• Fire departments play a crucial role in 
responding to WUI fires, and training programs 
focus on WUI firefighting tactics and safety.

Prevention & Preparedness



• Ready – Prepare now. Be aware of the 
hazards that can threaten your community.

• Set – Be alert. Know there is significant 
danger in your area

• Go – Evacuate. Follow instructions from 
officials, stay on designated evacuation routes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RUv5pO3iFo

Home Ignition Zone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RUv5pO3iFo
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Immediate Zone

The home and the area 0-5’ from the furthest 
attached exterior point of the home; defined as 
a non-combustible area.  Science tells us this is 
the most important zone to take immediate 
action on as it is the most vulnerable to embers. 
START WITH THE HOUSE ITSELF then move into 
the landscaping section of the Immediate Zone.



Intermediate Zone

5-30’ from the furthest exterior point of 
the home. Landscaping/hardscaping- 
employing careful landscaping or creating 
breaks that can help influence and 
decrease fire behavior



Extended Zone

30-100 feet, out to 200 feet. Landscaping – 
the goal here is not to eliminate fire but to 
interrupt fire’s path and keep flames 
smaller and on the ground.



Home Hardening Tips















Firewise Virginia Community Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program

• Available to organized communities 
through the federal funding of the 
National Fire Plan to help at-risk 
communities reduce, or mitigate, 
potential threats from wildfire.









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vL_sy
p1ZScM&t=4s
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Wildfires in Virginia

• The types of vegetation in Virginia, which include 
forests, grasslands, and shrublands, can all fuel 
wildfires under the right conditions.
 i.e. Mountain laurel – waxy leaves make it highly flammable

• In recent years, there have been notable wildfire 
incidents in Virginia, though they tend to be smaller 
and less frequent compared to western states. 
 Spring 2024 wind event





Wildland & Prescribed Fire

https://dof.virginia.gov/

Wildfire Incident Viewer

https://dof.virginia.gov/


Good vs Bad Wildfire

Good Fires (Prescribed Fires):
• Definition: Good fires, also known as prescribed fires, are intentionally set and 

controlled fires carried out by land managers for specific purposes.
• Benefits:

• Forest Health: Prescribed fires help maintain healthy ecosystems. Many forest 
ecosystems evolved to tolerate semi-regular fires of lower intensity. These 
fires clear out underbrush, dead vegetation, and debris, which promotes forest 
health and diversity.

• Nutrient Cycling: When prescribed fires burn dead logs, branches, and leaves, 
fewer of these materials remain for future fires. This reduces the fuel load and 
prevents intense wildfires.

• Habitat Improvement: Controlled burns create open spaces, allowing sunlight 
to reach the forest floor. This benefits certain plant species and wildlife.

• Reducing Wildfire Risk: By strategically burning areas, land managers reduce 
the risk of uncontrolled wildfires by reducing fuel buildup.



Good vs Bad Wildfire

Bad Wildfires:
 Definition: Wildfires occur naturally and can be both beneficial and 

destructive. However, when they become uncontrolled, they are 
considered bad wildfires.

 Characteristics:
• Uncontrolled Spread: Bad wildfires spread rapidly, threatening 

lives, homes, communities, and forestland.
• Environmental Damage: They damage ecosystems, destroy 

habitats, and release harmful pollutants into the air.
• Loss of Property: Uncontrolled wildfires can lead to property loss 

and economic damage.



Good vs Bad Wildfire
Summary

• In summary, good fires (prescribed fires) are intentionally managed for 
ecological benefits, while bad wildfires are uncontrolled and pose 
significant risks. Land managers use prescribed fires strategically to 
prevent dangerous wildfires and maintain healthy landscapes. Remember, 
fire management plays a crucial role in balancing ecosystem health and 
human safety



Virginia’s 4 PM Burn Law

• Refers to a regulation aimed at 
reducing the risk of wildfires by 
restricting outdoor burning 
during certain times of the day. 
The law prohibits open-air 
burning before 4 p.m. each day 
from February 15 to April 30. 
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