Sources of Assistance

Help for Virginia Woodland Owners



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many sources of assistance available to woodland owners. We will go over some of them briefly in the next few slides.


Virginia Cooperative Extension

* Provide education/training

e Local offices Virginia

* Statewide programs :
* Virginia Forest Landowner Education " Cooperatlve

* Virginia Master Naturalist EXten5|0n

* SHARP Logger Virginia Tech. = Virginia State University

https://ext.vt.edu
VFLEP: https://ForestUpdate.frec.vt.edu/
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Virginia Tech is a Land Grant University. This means it is charged with a 3-part mission: education, research and outreach. Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) performs the majority of the outreach mission. Our mission is to disseminate the University’s research to stakeholders and the general public in an understandable and applicable way. All counties in Virginia have a staffed VCE office. Some of the statewide programs landowners may be interested in include:
The Virginia Forest Landowner Education Program (VFLEP) – provides scientifically-based education and hands-on experiences to Virginia’s forest landowners
Master Naturalist – trains residents of the Commonwealth to become knowledgeable volunteers in the natural resources
SHARP Logger – trains Virginia’s loggers to harvest timber in a safe and sustainable manner

More information on VCE can be found on our website, which links to numerous natural resources publications, program information, and county office locations.  

For forest landowners in particular, the VFLEP website has links to forestry websites, publications, and a calendar of natural resource educational events.




Natural Resources District

Extension Agents

Adam Downing

VCE Northwest District
Madison County Office
PO Box 10

2N Floor, Main St
Madison, VA 22727
Phone: 540-948-6881
Fax: 540-948-6883
adowning@vt.edu

Neil Clark

VCE, Southeast District
Southampton County Office

PO Box 10

21300 Plank Road

Courtland, VA 23837

Phone: 757-653-2572

Fax: 757-375-2507
southamptonextension@vt.edu

Jason Fisher

VCE Central District
Halifax County Office
PO Box 757

171 5. Main St
Halifax, VA 24558
Phone: 434-476-2147
Fax: 434-476-7777
jasonf@vt.edu
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William (Bill) Worrell Vacant
VCE Southwest District WVCE Northwest District
Russell County Office

PO Box 697

143 Highland Dr

Lebanon, VA 24266 Virginia -
Phone: 276-889-8056 Ermcunpnes'ha“t
Fax: 276-899-8075 Virgine Teen

Wirginia Stale Universily

bworrell@vt.edu
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This map shows VCE’s five districts and contact information for the four Forestry & Natural Resources Extension agents who serve these districts.  They are responsible for local forestry programming to landowners, natural resource professionals, government officials, and youth. They also serve as a resource for the local agents in their district whose expertise might be in agriculture, youth development, or family and consumer science.


Virginia Department of Forestry

https://dof.virginia.gov

FORESTRY

On-the ground assistance
* Property evaluation
 Management planning
* Insect & disease identification
e Site preparation and tree planting
* Prescribed burning

Cost-share program administration
Seedling nurseries

Office of Working Lands (conservation)
Wildfire education & control

Silvicultural water quality law enforcement
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The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) is the state forestry agency. Most counties have a local office and all counties have an area forester assigned to them.  

DOF provides on-the-ground assistance to landowners. Area foresters will visit properties to help landowners evaluate their property, set goals and help with planning, look for health problems, and assist with planting projects.  They can also help landowners who want to use prescribed fire as a management tool. 

In addition to these services, the VDOF also administers a number of cost share programs, manages two seedling nurseries and sells the seedlings to the public, and coordinates conservation easements on farms and working forests. They are the lead agency in defense against wildfires, and they enforce laws to protect water quality during timber harvests, which are exempt from local E&S laws.

DOF also maintains lists of private consulting foresters, timber buyers, arborists, and other professionals who work for landowners.

For contact information for area foresters, as well as links to publications and more information about VDOF programs, visit their website.


Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources

* Hunting/Fishing regulations/licenses m

* Boating safety
 Wildlife management/planning

e Education/training

* Wildlife information

* Hunting/fishing programs
*Threatened & endangered animals

VIRGINIA

DWR

https://dwr.virginia.gov
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The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) is responsible for hunting and fishing licenses, boating safety, wildlife management (both game and non-game species), and wildlife education. They are also the state agency responsible for enforcing Virginia’s threatened and endangered animal regulations. DWR biologists work with landowners through educational programs, and can assist landowners who are particularly interested in managing for wildlife by writing management plans. Visit their website for detailed information on the services they provide.  Field offices are located across Virginia.


Virginia Department of
Agriculture & Consumer Services

* Helps farmers locate markets for products
* Agri-tourism

* Invasive plants and insects

* Regulatory services

\ VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT

\, OF AGRICULTURE AND
RY CONSUMER SERVICES

www.vdacs.virginia.gov
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VDACS is a strong supporter of the local food movement – helping farmers, producers of non-timber forest products, agri-tourism businesses and wineries market their products.  Their responsibilities include enforcing Virginia’s invasive species and pesticide regulations. and the Farm Link Program.  They also support the Farm Link Program, which provides information to farmers and can match up retiring farmers with aspiring farmers – helping to keep rural lands in agricultural uses.   Field Offices are located throughout Virginia.



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

* Create, maintain and improve wildlife habitat
 Administer cost-share programs

* Provide on-the ground assistance to landowners
* Promote active sustainable agriculture

* Protect soils and water

* Host the Web Soil Survey

www.nrcs.usda.gov
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

——

g U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service is committed to conserving natural resources on private lands.  They do this by providing numerous types of technical and financial assistance to private landowners. 

NRCS is the sponsor of a number of common cost share programs in Virginia, including EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentive Program), CREP (Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program), and WHIP (Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program). 

Another useful resource provided by NRCS to landowners and natural resource professionals is the “Web Soil Survey”.  This powerful resource uses GIS mapping technology to map properties and identify soils within those boundaries.  Additional information is provided about each soil type pertaining to the soil’s best uses, productivity levels, and other characteristics.  This service is provided free of charge. 

Offices are located throughout Virginia.  Soil and Water Conservation Districts are generally housed with the NRCS offices.



Soil & Water Conservation Districts

* Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost-Share Program
 Assist counties with delivery of Erosion & Sedimentation ordinances

* Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act and Virginia’s Agricultural
Stewardship Act

* Technical expertise

VIRGINIA'S

* Educational programs

* Conservation landscaping in CBA districts | SWCD

SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

* Issues of local importance
https://vaswcd.org
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There are 47 SWCDs in Virginia – every county in Virginia, except Arlington, is in one of these districts.
Some of the key programs that SWCD’s are responsible for include:
Virginia’s Agricultural BMP Cost-Share assistance program.  This program provides over 1 million dollars annually to address significant agricultural water quality programs in high priority watersheds.
Assisting local governments with Erosion & Sedimentation ordinances that help control sedimentation from urban construction and development
Conservation planning and plan approval for water quality protection on farms under the Chesapeake Bay Act and Virginia’s Agricultural Stewardship Act
Technical Expertise - design and installation of farm conservation practices implemented voluntarily by Virginia farmers
Educational programs
In Chesapeake Bay Act areas, administer Conservation Assistance Program cost-share for conservation landscaping in urban areas.

SWCD’s will also work on issues of local importance, for example mitigating strongly acidic subsoil being exposed by construction activities in the Fredericksburg area.




Virginia Forestry Association

* Represent forestry interests to government
* Virginia Forests magazine

* Annual Forestry Summit

* Support the Sustainable Forestry Initiative
e Support the Virginia Tree Farm Program.

e Support Virginia Forestry Educational Foundation

anliia, S0

VIRGINIA FORESTRY

ASS0OCIATION
EST. 1943

www.vaforestry.org



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Virginia Forestry Association is a private, state-wide organization for landowners and natural resource professionals.  VFA provides educational opportunities and promotes forestry interests in Richmond.  They also publish the quarterly magazine Virginia Forests.  


Private Consulting Foresters

* Write forest management plans
e Estimate the value of timber

* Administer timber sales
* Marking timber
* Drawing up a timber sale contract
e Selecting a timber buyer
* Monitoring the harvest

* Arrange for other professionals,
such as tree planting contractors

* Conduct prescribed fires or
management activities
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In addition to public agencies and associations, there are services available to landowners through the private sector
Private consulting foresters can do many of the same things that a DOF forester can do, such as write management plans. But they can do two very important things that a government service forester cannot – estimate the value of timber and help a landowner to sell timber. When a consulting forester helps a landowner to sell their timber, they draw up a sale contract that protects the landowner, and put the sale out to bid to a large number of timber buyers, getting the landowner the best possible price. They can also monitor the harvest to make sure that the contract is being followed.

When they administer a timber sale, consulting foresters are normally paid a percentage of the sale, not unlike a realtor selling property. Selling timber using a consulting forester is usually well worth the cost. A consulting forester may offer other services, such as writing a forest management plan, conducting a prescribed fire, or overseeing other management activities for an hourly rate or a flat fee.  



Finding a Consulting Forester

* Association of Consulting
Foresters

 www.acf-foresters.org

* Society of American Foresters
* www.safnet.org

* Consulting Forester List

 https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-
management-health/landowner-
assistance/find-a-forester/find-a-
private-consulting-forester/

SINCE 1948

Association

" of Consulting

Foresters

EDUCATED, EXPERIENCED,
ETHICAL PROFESSIONALS

SOCIETY OF
AMERICAN
FORESTERS
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The Association of Consulting Foresters (ACF) and Society of American Foresters (SAF) provide certification of forestry professionals, ensuring they implement forestry practices based on strong codes of ethics.  Landowners hiring a forester should check to make sure the forester is a member of either or both of these organizations.  Certified Foresters (CF’s) are certified by SAF and must undergo regular continuing education to maintain their certification. 

The DOF maintains a list of consulting foresters in Virginia, but cannot endorse specific individuals, so landowners should always check references and have frank discussions about what they hope to achieve, what services are available, and the cost of those services. 
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There is a list of all these groups, and others, along with their contact information in your books.  Please feel free to share this information with any potential clients you have.  We hope this portion of the class has given you the idea that landowners are not on their own once they purchase a piece of land – there are many natural resource professionals who can help!


Discussion?
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Are there any questions or anything we need to discuss on this topic?
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