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Private individuals and entities own an 
overwhelming 80 percent of Virginia’s nearly 
16 million acres of forest land. Estimated 
at 400,000 strong, they (you) bear the 
responsibility of managing and stewarding 
these lands. Because of this dedication and 
effort, Virginia’s private forests yield benefits 
for the owners, and in turn for all Virginians. 
In order to maximize these benefits for all, 
forests must be actively managed. But what 
is active management, what is it good for, 
and how do you do it?

Let’s first start with the basics. Webster’s 
Dictionary provides several interesting 
descriptions of management: to control 
and direct, guide, administer; to treat with 
care, to husband; to achieve one’s purpose. 
Bernhard Fernow, often called the father 
of professional forestry in the U. S., and the 
chief of the USDA Division of Forestry from 
1886-1898, wrote: 

“...forest management includes all that 
goes toward making the technical art of 
forest production successful…selecting the 
practical means and measures for realizing 
the objective of crop production….”  

Forest management is active, and it is 
a process. To be successful in forest 
management it’s important to first learn, 
then plan, and finally act. Learn by acquiring 
all the information you can through 
education, training, and information from 
forestry professionals, fellow landowners, 

“Remember that the only thing constant in the forest is change...your job will never be finished. Active 
forest management will always remain active!” Dr. David Wm. Smith, Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tech.

and resources such as the Virginia Forest 
Landowner Education Program. Seek a 
management plan prepared by a professional 
forester. This will identify your goals and 
include a thorough description, a map, and 
most importantly, recommendations to act. 
Most plans will also include a suggested 
timeline. Many forest management activities 
follow the seasons, so an annual calendar 
with activities by month can be a helpful 
guide and ensure that you stay on track. 

Action implies involvement and presence. If 
you live on your property, great, so go to the 
woods! If not, visit as often as you can. If you 
have distance or mobility challenges, enlist a 
family member, friend, or trusted advisor to 

The first step in active management is to learn 
about your forest. The easiest way to do that is 
to walk it - by yourself, with your family, or with a 
forester. Photo by Joe Rossetti, Virginia Department 
of Forestry. 

by Dean Cumbia, Virginia Department of Forestry

https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu


DATE LOCATION / DETAILS EVENT DESCRIPTION CONTACT

July 24 & 25 Warrenton
$90* for up to 2 people
$10 each additional family 
member

Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Workshop 
This 1+ day program is for farm and forest owners and includes 
traditional estate planning as well as family dynamics and goal 
setting. Learn how you can keep your land INtact, IN forest and 
farm, and IN family ownership. 

Adam Downing
540-948-6881
adowning@vt.edu

August 7 & 8 Appomattox
3/22 7:15 to 6:00 
3/23 7:15 to 1:00 
$65* per person; 
$110* per couple

Beyond the Basics Woodland Owner Retreat: 
Managing Your Forest for Timber Income
We will take a deep dive into sustainably managing hardwood 
and pine timber for income. Program includes classroom, field 
trip, and hands-on activities, including a mock timber sale. On-
site lodging available for an additional $40 per person per night.

Jason Fisher
434-476-2147
jasonf@vt.edu

September 
11 & 12

Providence Forge
9/11 7:15 to 6:00 
9/12 7:15 to 1:00 
$65* per person; 
$130* per couple

Southeast Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat 
This introductory-level landowner program will cover the basics 
of why and how to manage your woods, as well as sources 
of professional and financial assistance. Onsite lodging is 
available for an additional $65. 

Neil Clark
757-653-2572
neclark@vt.edu

September 
18 & 19

Bland
9:00 AM

Small Scale Forestry Expo
This forestry trade show is for family woodland owners 
who want to manage their land without huge equipment. 
Manufacturers and dealers of small scale equipment and 
service providers will be in attendance. 

https://www.
smallscaleforestry.
com/

September 
19

South Boston Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Workshop 
This 1 day program is for farm and forest owners and includes 
traditional estate planning as well as family dynamics and goal 
setting. Learn how you can keep your land INtact, IN forest and 
farm, and IN family ownership. 

Jason Fisher
434-476-2147
jasonf@vt.edu

September 
25

Galax
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
$50*

Timber Cruising for Woodland Owners 
This hands-on class will uncover the mystery behind timber 
cruising and give you an appreciation for how a professional 
forester uses this information to guide decision making.

Jennifer Gagnon
540-231-6391
jgagnon@vt.edu

October 
20-23

October 20 - Montgomery
October 21 - Franklin
October 22 - Orange
October 23 - Hanover

50th Anniversary! Fall Forestry & Wildlife Field Tours
Join the celebration of Virginia’s longest running forest 
landowner program. Special stops will include sawmills, 
Montpelier, and privately owned woodlands. Plus special swag!

Jennifer Gagnon
540-231-6391
jgagnon@vt.edu

October 
27-30

Williamsburg
10/27 6:00 - 8:00 PM
10/28 All day
10/29 All day
10/30 ends 11:30 AM

16th Biennial Longleaf Pine Conference 
The 16th Biennial Longleaf Pine Conference will explore The 
Future of Our Founding Forests, weaving together longleaf 
pine’s historic legacy, modern conservation efforts, and 
innovations shaping its future.

Sarah Crate
sarah@
longleafalliance.org

*Meal(s) included
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Events Calendar For the most complete listing of natural resource education events, visit the 
online events calendar at https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu.

SCHEDULED EVENTS - JULY - OCTOBER 2026

Virginia Master Naturalist Volunteer Basic Training 
Available statewide. Dates, times, and fees vary.
People who are curious about nature, enjoy the outdoors, 
and want to be a part of natural resource management and 
conservation in Virginia are perfect candidates to become 
Virginia Master Naturalists. 

Visit www.virginiamasternaturalist.org for a chapter near you. 

Fifteen Minutes in the Forest 
Online video series. Every 4th Friday at 12:15 pm.
Join Virginia Cooperative Extension’s Forestry Team for videos 
about natural resource-related topics. 
Connect/find past videos:
• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForest 
  LandownerEducationProgram

ONGOING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

mailto:adowning@vt.edu
mailto:jasonf@vt.edu
mailto:neclark@vt.edu 
https://www.smallscaleforestry.com/
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mailto:sarah@longleafalliance.org
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https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu
http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForest   LandownerEducationProgram 
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForest   LandownerEducationProgram 


3

Active Management, continued from page 1

be your eyes and ears. Our connected world makes it 
easier to share pictures, videos, and sounds to help 
you “be there.”  By being there, landowners see their 
woods and see what needs doing.

Is scale important in active management? Yes, some 
management practices involve hundreds of acres 
while others may involve only a few, or just a spot. 
However, all can be equally important depending on 
the owner’s situation, goals, and activity.

But, where to start? For seasoned landowners or 
families, this may be second nature by continuing 
familiar activities like timber harvesting and 
reforestation. For newer landowners or time-
constrained folks, getting started may be the hardest 
part. Small, relatively simple steps can be a good way 
to begin. Things like marking property lines, opening 
or improving existing trails or roads, and securing 
gates and removing trash are associated activities 
that are a part of managing a forest.

Active management can involve literally starting from 
the beginning with the establishment of a new forest. 
Getting land prepared and the simple act of planting 
seedlings, whether a few or thousands, is done by 
hundreds of landowners each year. Few things are 
more rewarding than putting a tree in the ground and 
watching it grow. Alternatively, owners with recently 
harvested land can evaluate and monitor new trees 
that may naturally regenerate.

Active management is also tending a forest (foresters 
refer to this as silviculture). Using practices that help 
the existing forest stay healthy and keep growing well 
will help to meet goals. An example is noticing weeds 
or invasive plants and working to keep these in check.  
Simply pulling or spraying a single plant or cutting 
a constricting vine could make a big difference in 
the long run. Doing a little bit on each visit can have 
additive positive results. 

Trees need light and room to grow. Active tending 
is choosing the best trees, designating or marking 
them, and then cutting or controlling those that 
compete with the best trees. This is often done in 
younger stands, when the trees are too small for 

traditional wood products (precommercial thinning) 
or by focusing on individual trees (releasing crop 
trees). More space and light mean better growth 
and healthier trees. Whether releasing a single tree 
yourself with a hand saw or hiring a crew to do a 
hundred acres with power tools or herbicides, it’s 
active management and it’s beneficial.

Dr. Tom Fox, former forestry professor at Virginia Tech 
often shared: “Every time you visit the forest, do 
one thing to make it better.”  Tending larger trees 
can include thinning by removing some trees large 
enough for commercial products, which results in 
dual benefits of income and more space for the 
remaining crop trees. 

Forest landowners and managers have a long-term 
view, since forests develop over years or decades. 
Trees have a natural lifespan, and the forest 
management plan will outline steps to establish the 
next forest. Active management is taking forward-
thinking steps for a future forest, which may take 
many years. Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) 
Hardwood Coordinator Joe Rossetti shares details 
in this newsletter on one such practice, midstory 
management, to promote establishment and early 
growth of oak seedlings. 

—  Active Management continues on page 4.

Removing undesirable species is a type of active management that 
can improve the overall health of your forest. Photo by Joe Rossetti, 
Virginia Department of Forestry.
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Four Virginia Invasive Plant Bills 
Have Been Signed Into Law!

The Commonwealth has passed a sweeping package 
of legislation to address invasive plants. The 2026 
Regular Session of the Virginia General Assembly 
ran from January 14 to March 14, during which four 
significant invasive plant bills were approved by the 
Assembly and signed by the Governor. Explore the 
newly enacted legislation below:

House Bill 109 — Removes the “commercial viability” 
loophole that previously prevented invasive plants 
from being added to Virginia’s Noxious Weeds List if 
they were already being grown or sold in the state.

House Bill 88 — Prohibits the planting of invasive 
plants along state highways and requires the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) to develop a 
plan to manage existing invasive plants along those 
corridors.

House Bill 388 / Senate Bill 89 — Allows a service 
district within a locality to manage and control the 
spread of plants listed as invasive by the Department 
of Conservation and Recreation.

Senate Bill 163 — Allows volunteers to apply herbicides 
on state lands under the supervision of a licensed 
commercial pesticide applicator.

In addition to the legislation passed in 2026, Virginia 
made significant progress in 2025 with the passage 
of legislation requiring retail establishments to label 
invasive plants offered for outdoor sale. Beginning in 
2027, retailers will be required to post signage that 
identifies certain invasive plant species, educates 
consumers about their environmental impacts, 
and encourages the use of native or non-invasive 
alternatives. This law marked an important step 
forward in increasing public awareness and reducing 
the spread of invasive plants through the horticultural 
trade.

These bills represent an important investment in the 
future of Virginia’s landscapes and communities. 
Invasive plants impact everyone (from farmers and 
foresters to gardeners, hikers, and homeowners) by 

damaging wildlife habitat, crowding out native plants, 
and increasing maintenance costs on public and 
private lands. Together, this legislation will help slow 
the spread of invasive species, improve education 
and awareness, and give communities more tools to 
manage these growing challenges.

Hallie Harriman is the Program Coordinator for the 
Invasive Species Collaborative at Virginia Tech,                   
hharriman@vt.edu. 

Active management may also involve timber 
harvests, the culmination of many years of careful 
management and tending, with the satisfaction of a 
job well done, as well as financial rewards. This step 
of active management is followed again with the 
establishment of a new forest, and so the life of the 
forest continues. 

Active management is demonstrated continually 
across Virginia’s landscape. Each year, DOF tracks 
forest management accomplishments on private 
and state-owned land. In the most recent year, 
DOF recorded nearly 3,400 practices completed on 
almost 110,000 acres. This is important because it 
helps landowners meet their goals, and in doing so 
provides economic and environmental benefits to all 
Virginians.

“Active forest management results in a mosaic of 
heterogeneous forest,” said DOF Research Program 
Manager Zoe Bergman “Forest management is 
a long-term multi-step process that includes 
experts in forestry, logging, and ecology. All are 
very important. It’s the best of everything, different 
types of regeneration and forest stands, and 
different habitats for wildlife.”

Ready to get active in managing your forest? Find 
a local forester (https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-
management-health/landowner-assistance/find-a-
forester/), to help you get started.

Dean Cumbia is the Virginia Department of Forestry’s 
Director of the Forest Management Branch,             
434-981-4428, dean.cumbia@dof.virginia.gov. 

Active Management, continued from page 3

by Halllie Harriman, Virginia Tech

https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/landowner-assistance/find-a-forester/
https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/landowner-assistance/find-a-forester/
https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/landowner-assistance/find-a-forester/
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Active management is important for hardwood 
forests to be healthy, productive, and wildlife-
friendly. Midstory management is a helpful practice 
for landowners with sawtimber-sized oak trees who 
want oak trees to be part of the next forest too. 
For this to happen, new oak trees must be ready in 
the understory to replace the overstory oaks that 
decline due to old age, insects, disease, weather, or 
are harvested. Ideally, the new oaks are established 
long before the overstory oaks decline or are 
harvested.

The midstory in most forests is full of non-oak trees 
that thrive in shady conditions such as red maple, 
blackgum, sourwood, American beech, hickory, 
and American holly. If the forest canopy declines 
in health or is harvested with these tree species in 
the midstory, they will grow to form the new canopy. 
The next forest will have little oak in it, considerably 
affecting wildlife habitat and merchantability.

In midstory management, trees in the forest 
midstory are controlled to increase light on the 
forest floor, which helps new oaks get started. 
The midstory trees can be controlled by cutting, 
with herbicide, or even with a forestry mulcher. In 
rare cases, the midstory trees can be harvested 
for pulpwood or fuel chips. More commonly, the 
controlled trees are left in the forest to decay 
and recycle nutrients back into the soil. With the 
midstory controlled, light is available for small oak 
seedlings to grow and eventually take their place 
in the forest canopy. Oak seedlings are considered 
well established when they are 4 to 6 feet tall. If your 
oak forest doesn’t have oak seedlings or they’re 
smaller than 4 feet tall, your forest may benefit from 
midstory management.

Midstory management also increases habitat value 
for many wildlife species. Nutritious deer browse 
increases after the midstory is cut. Resprouts from 
cut trees contain concentrated nutrients in easy 
reach for hungry deer. Nesting cover may increase 
for turkeys due to the increased woody debris. More 
light on the ground increases succulent and forb 

Landowners interested in managing their hardwood forests can work 
with their Virginia Department of Forestry Area Forester. Photo by Cory 
Turner, Virginia Department of Forestry. 

growth and increases fruit production on shrubs like 
blueberries, huckleberries, and deerberries. 

While midstory management is appropriate in many 
hardwood forests, a Virginia Department of Forestry 
(DOF) area forester or consulting forester can help 
determine if it’s right for your forest. Cost share 
assistance may be available to help with expenses 
incurred implementing management practices. 

Midstory management is just one practice that is 
helpful in hardwood forests. It encourages successful 
oak regeneration and supports wildlife. Reach out to 
your DOF area forester or trusted consulting forester 
to assess your forest, plan the practice, and then 
most importantly, complete the practice!

Joe Rossetti is the Virginia Department of Forestry’s 
Hardwood Coordinator, joe.rossetti@dof.virginia.gov. 

Midstory Management:                                    
Active Forest Management in Action

If one of your ownership goals is managing for oak, removing non-
oak species from the midstory may be a good option. It increases 
the amount of sunlight reaching the forest floor, promoting oak 
regeneration and growth of herbaceous plants for wildlife. Photo by 
Joe Rossetti, Virginia Department of Forestry. 

by Joe Rossetti, Virginia Department of Forestry
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