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~ EXTENSION FORESTRY NOTES

,’THIRD‘}'M_ pﬁ;Better late ‘than never——the th1rd issue of Extension Forestry Notes 1sfg'
ISSUE -’. - -off the press. To remind those readers who have received previous ...
T copies of the Notes and to explaln our obJectlves to those who haven't,
the" purposes of ;. th1s newsletter are ‘to provzde ‘information’ to
:landowners n'current forest management tOplCS and to acqualnt hem
W1th actzve progects under wayrln the Department of,Forestry a



https://intended.to
https://moth,h.as

Oaks, the predominant tree in Virginia's hardwood forests, are highly
favored by the gypsy moth. Notable hardwood species that -are not
.-.Eavored are tulip poplar, white ash, and green ash. .. Addltlonally,,
.young gypsy moth larvae cannot feed on coniferous trees, which will

- usually make needle-bearing trees "safe" except in situations of
.massive outbreak. " In some situations, a thinning operation will ‘result.
. in an expense that must be considered an investment. - Many times,
however, thinning for gypsy moth control may be combined with a
commercial thinning operation, - resulting in at least a break—even
operation or even a'small profit. ' G R

Thinnings should be conducted at least five years before gypsy moth

defoliation is expected. Thlnnlngs can-cause a short—term decrease in

~ stand vigor, mostly as a result of inevitable damage to the residual

‘trees. A short-term decrease in stand vigor, combined with

" 'defoliation, could actually increase the mortality in the thinned

- stand, so before thinning, be aware of where the gypsy moth front is

: and 1ts expected rate of spread SERPEN AT
fControl operatlons, both dlrect and 1nd1rect,,may be undertaken where

the gypsy moth is present and unacceptable damage. is: ‘likely" to occur.

- Direct techniques for forest land areas include spray - operatlons using

. chemicals and bacterium.” Dimilin* is currently the most common

insecticide used for gypsy moth control in Virginia.® The Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt.) bacterium* is also commonly used. : Indirect

. 'techniques 1nclude 1ntroduc1ng other insects that are par381tes or

7Lpredators of the gypsy moth; vl e R o

2‘When prlor1t1z1ng forest stands for control ‘an 1mportant and seemlngly"
"contradlctory aspect of 'gypsy moth defoliation that must be considered

"~ .is that often the" better—grow1ng stands on higher—quality sites w1ll

_“have greater ‘mortality. than poor—grow1ng stands -on low—quality *

. sites.” With limited resources,” higher—quality sites should be o

'con81dered for control operatlons before the lower—quallty sites.

Opportunltles to salvage some “of the value of the stand are. present :
" where the gypsy moth ‘has defoliated and induced tree’ mortality.’
,:zDependlng on the extent of mortality in the stand, silvicultural

“ “options: ranglng from doing nothlng to a complete conversion of the

- _“stand.to another species may be best. . The action taken will'be guided

- by management objectives (e. g.; to. max1mlze ‘timber productlon, wildlife -

‘“"management, backyard. woodlot;* etc ;)i the profltablllty of ia possible

’salvage operatlon,;and the "amount “of - 1nvestment in a future stand that
a’ landowner is willing~ to make." " Before actlng ‘onl’.a néw management '
~direction,’ landowners should con51der carefullly the follow1ng p01nts N

(1) “hardwood trees that were healthy ‘and v1gorous before defollatlon'ﬂ}‘
~will usually survive two'or three ‘years "of "severe’ defollatlons ‘before

>51gn1f1cant mortallty results {(2): conversion’ of ‘the~ stand . to plne will
haveva large 1mpacteon the typefand quantlty of. w1ld11fe present, and ¢




causes its most serious damage the first time through an area, then
population levels fluctuate cyclically. After its initial infestation,
the cyclic recurrence of damaging levels of defoliation is usually 3 to
5. years. . These recurrences reduce to every 5 to 7 years or more where .
the gypsy moth has been established longer. - It should also be noted .
“that where the gypsy moth has been established" longest there ‘are’ st111
" healthy oak trees. ~ The gypsy moth is ‘a pest that both the people and -
. the forests of Virginia can live with.: Preparatlon by landowners can
5jreduce its potentlal for damaglng Virginia's forests.

ffFor more 1nformat10n on how to prepare for the gypsy moth contact your
»;;local Virginia Cooperative Extension Service’ Office, . the Virginia™ .
'~ Department of Forestry, or the Plant Pest Control Section of the -
‘iVlrglnla Department of Agrlculture and Consumer'Serv1ces.~ i

g : *Dlsclalmer w
- Trade names are used in thlS ‘publication’ for information purposes only.x
‘_The Vlrglnla Cooperatlve Extenszon Serv1ce. V1rg1n1a Polytechnlc ‘
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Christmas tree growers are a,spec1al landowner groukar. Nlchols works
w1th closely.. He conducts.bus tours and fleld demonstratlons each year

om . NlChOlS
‘Extension Specialis
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" VIRGINIA TECH WORKSHOPS and CONFERENCES

* Sept. 4 - 5;. Essentlals of Forestry Investment Analy31s Short Course, . .‘A_‘”
: R Blacksburg (Haney and Scrlvanl) '

* Oct. -5 Forestry and Wlldllfe Bus Tours (Haney)
- Qet. 17 Alleghany County area T
Oct. 21 Floyd County area- . _;jr;fﬁyc,fcry R
Oct. 23 ©~ ° . -Staunton area .~ - IR :
Oct. 28 *~ . ..~ Richmond area
Oct. 30 . . Tidewater.area , Ll e i s wo L
* TBA ’ Demonstration of Electronlc On—Board Log Truck Scales,
’ o Southwest Vlrglnla (Shaffer) Locatlon to be,announced
R - later. - . - - : R
%k Oct.—,Nov;;;.;Logglng Bus1ness Management, workshops at locatlons
© .. Z.w:o. .. caround Virginia. Locations to be announced- later.~
R Nov.—'Dec.,-v;Farm and . Small Business Tax Conferences. Forestry.gﬁ
. R [ ,i.‘-aSem:Lnars (Haney) SRS ; : .
Nov.-17 ~ ‘ ‘Richmond, Marriott R
Dec.-9 - “.:: Williamsburg, Fort Magruder Inn: i -
Dec. 10 -Virginia Beach, Ramada Oceanside. Tower
Dec.

:»fDulles,>Ramada Renalssance Hote1~~=

Vm;mm Cooperatxve Extensmn Servxce programs activities, and employment opportunities are avmlable to all people
; regardless of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, handicap, or political afhhahon An equal
[ S ST el opportumty/afhrmahve actlon emp}oyer .
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