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Good morning, Forest Update Subscribers,  
 
As you may notice, I am back to the original format for the newsletter this month. I am working 
with Virginia Tech on a new format and hope to have it ready by August. In the meantime, 
thank you for your patience! 
 
So far this summer, like most Virginians, we’ve spent quite a bit of time waiting for it to rain. 
We’ve had just enough to keep the gardens going, but not enough to keep the Little River high 
enough to float. We’ve also experienced our first real outbreak of the spotted lanternfly. The 
nymphs have just about demolished our hops and are now feeding on black walnut. I am not 
looking forward to dealing with the adults later this summer. All that griping aside, summer is a 
magical time in Blacksburg, with easy parking, quiet buildings, and plenty of time to catch up on 
work and start new projects.  
 
As part of our ongoing recognition of the 40th anniversary of the Virginia Forest Landowner 
Update newsletter, I’ve posted the Forestry Extension Notes from the summer of 1986. This 
issue was especially interesting because it featured an article on the gypsy moth, now known as 
the spongy moth. 
 
The article highlights how much forest management has changed over the past four decades. 
Not only has the insect’s name changed, but we now have effective tools to slow its spread 
rather than simply learning to live with it, as the 1986 article suggested. Management 
recommendations have evolved as well. At the time, foresters often advised against managing 
for oak and instead favored tree species that were less preferred by the spongy moth, including 
white and green ash. 
 
Of course, the arrival of the emerald ash borer has since killed most of our ash trees, and today 
we commonly recommend managing for oak. It’s a reminder that forest management is an 
ongoing process, shaped by changing conditions, new threats, and emerging knowledge. The 
right management decision at one point in time may look different a few decades later. 
Adjusting our management practices based on current conditions and knowledge is called 
active forest management. The Summer 2026 Edition of the Virginia Forest Landowner Update 
newsletter is now available and this edition features two articles on active forest management.  
 
Have a great summer and hope to see you out in the woods! 
Jennifer 
 
Active Forest Management: What is it and What is it Good for?  
by Dean Cumbia, Virginia Department of Forestry  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ento.vt.edu%2F4-H_Entomology%2FSpottedLanternfly.html&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C5c875871e0834204947108ded2c785a2%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C639179951593467567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fSkyR7TisjLC194dH8BC42Z80TG0FY7%2Bc5ZpwGCe6fg%3D&reserved=0
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/newsletter/archives/2026/extension-forestry-notes/Summer%201986%20Forestry%20Extension%20notes.pdf
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-spongy-moth.shtml
https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/forest-health/insects-and-diseases/emerald-ash-borer/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/current.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/current.html


Private individuals and entities own an overwhelming 80 percent of Virginia’s nearly 16 million 
acres of forest land. Estimated at 400,000 strong, they (you) bear the responsibility of managing 
and stewarding these lands. Because of this dedication and effort, Virginia’s private forests yield 
benefits for the owners, and in turn for all Virginians. In order to maximize these benefits for all, 
forests must be actively managed. But what is active management, what is it good for, and how 
do you do it?  
 
Four Virginia Invasive Plant Bills Have Been Signed into Law! 
by Hallie Harriman, Virginia Tech 

The Commonwealth has passed a sweeping package of legislation to address invasive plants. 
The 2026 Regular Session of the Virginia General Assembly ran from January 14 to March 14, 
during which four significant invasive plant bills were approved by the Assembly and signed by 
the Governor.  

Midstory Management: Active Forest Management in Action  
by Joe Rossetti, Virginia Department of Forestry 

Active management is important for hardwood forests to be healthy, productive, and wildlife 
friendly. Midstory management is a helpful practice for landowners with sawtimber-sized oak 
trees who want oak trees to be part of the next forest too. For this to happen, new oak trees 
must be ready in the understory to replace the overstory oaks that decline due to old age, 
insects, disease, weather, or are harvested. Ideally, the new oaks are established long before 
the overstory oaks decline or are harvested. 
 
We have a full lineup of events for you this year! Check out our Events Calendar for a complete 
listing. Featured events:  
 
Fifteen Minutes in the Forest 

• July 24 – Wood Turtles 
• August 28 – Poplar Plywood Mill Tour 

 
Five Minutes (or less) in the Forest Shorts  

• September 4 – Clues to Land Use History (short) 
• September 11 – Grade this Log 
• September 18 – 4-H Virtual Forest 
• September 25 – Hunting Safety 
• October 2 – Deer-resistant Trees and Shrubs 
• October 9 – Mini Poplar Plywood Mill Tour 

 
New videos premier at 12:15 on YouTube. Watch 175+ videos on our YouTube Channel.  
 
 

https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/archives.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/eventscalendar.html
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforestupdate.frec.vt.edu%2Flandownerprograms%2Ffifteen-minutes-in-the-forest.html&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C5c875871e0834204947108ded2c785a2%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C639179951593803160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iU1FDX5F1HTSXbS%2BexKWoFVxeLf4aVazDbECkOPAcyA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fc%2FVirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C5c875871e0834204947108ded2c785a2%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C639179951593832908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iCyD%2BJSSx8RPiC6swztDmtqkVTVtouztyjuI6KNVerE%3D&reserved=0


Landowner Retreats 

Beginning Retreats provide information on hardwood and pine forest management, legacy 
planning, management planning, and more. Beyond the Basics Retreats take a deep dive into a 
specific forest management topic. All Retreats combine classroom, field trip, and hands-on 
activities. Registration opens 10 weeks prior to events.  

• Beyond the Basics Woodland Owner Retreat: Managing Your Forest for Timber Income  
o August 7-8 
o Holiday Lake 4-H Educational Center, Appomattox 
o Agenda 
o Register by mail 
o Register online  

• Southeast Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat  
o September 11-12 
o New Kent Conference Center, Providence Forge 
o Agenda 
o Register by mail 
o Register online  

Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Events 

• Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Workshop 
o July 24 & 25 
o John Barton Payne Community Hall, Warrenton 
o $90 for up to 2 people; $10 each additional person 
o Agenda 
o Register by mail 
o Register online 

• Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Workshop 
o September 19 
o South Boston  
o Details mid-July  

Timber Cruising for Woodland Owners 

• September 25 
• 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
• Matthews State Forest, Galax 
• $50 - includes lunch, Biltmore stick, and angle gauge 
• Agenda  
• Register by mail 

https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/retreats.html
https://www.holidaylake4h.com/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20Central%20Retreat%20Agenda.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20Central%20Retreat.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://dof.virginia.gov/new-kent-conference-center/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/Eastern%20FLR%20Agenda.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20SE%20Retreat.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/generationnext/home/workshops
https://www.fauquierlibrary.org/john-barton-payne
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20Warrenton%20Gen%20NEXT%20Agenda.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hrfJcGmkXCL7KbAiGBZs9dkvkxKEq-OB/view
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/timber-cruise-workshops.html
https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/state-forests/virginia-state-forests/matthews-state-forest/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20Timber%20Cruise%20Workshop%20Agenda.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2026/2026%20Timber%20Cruise%20Galax.pdf


• Register online 
Fall Forestry & Wildlife Field Tours – 50th Anniversary! 

This October, come help us celebrate the longest running program of this type in Virginia! To 
celebrate, we will explore sustainable forestry and wildlife management practices across 4 
counties over 4 days. Tours visit private, public, and industry-owned lands and manufacturing 
facilities. Join us for 1, 2, 3, or all 4 days. Lodging will be available.  

• October 20 - Montgomery 
• October 21 – Franklin 
• October 22 – Orange 
• October 23 - Hanover 
• Registration opens mid-July 

 
Visit the Blue Ridge PRISM website for programs on nonnative invasives. 
 
Visit us online 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
Partners & Sponsors 

• Virginia Cooperative Extension 
• Virginia Department of Forestry 
• Virginia Sustainable Forestry Initiative State Implementation Committee 
• Virginia Tree Farm Foundation 
• Virginia Forestry Association 
• Forest Stewardship Program 
• USDA Forest Service 
Jennifer Gagnon * 228 Cheatham Hall * Blacksburg, VA 24061  
jgagnon@vt.edu * 540/231-6391          

https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/field-tours.html
https://blueridgeprism.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ext.vt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235310403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bRjP0%2BdCm0I4oDJBqa5lbY%2BVdLJPuca6%2FmmNC8yKlKw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dof.virginia.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235325671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kdy2hHberxOsARAe%2Ft6U1uOYoKZUHiaNpyNWt0VZjsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvirginiasfi.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235341037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ji1MYIsHHBKsMTHCJyVomYtYz4fZ%2BsDBtGQ%2FI97B5tw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvtff.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235356476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PsKNL7%2BEGPPnQZR63ak3Wx9aNv6CeQmXKdl7E%2Fyl91M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaforestry.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235377946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GQ0CzarLNZDK0WV%2B9Uz7oz2AlJy7MzOX5fcgS6R9XaQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fmanaging-land%2Fforest-stewardship%2Fprogram&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235393405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bvw5l1zKmcXIvQdVTHnEdsdGC8ZvVGhCQB7m5V3a7A8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235408538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lklVyC5KhRjIIGT9it0dtEETYqy4XoI6LngM3ZF1Qus%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jgagnon@vt.edu
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/VFLEP
http://www.instagram.com/vflep
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram


This e-newsletter is posted on-line at: 
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/archives/index.html 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the forestupdate-g@vt.edu Google 
Group. 
To subscribe, please visit the Virginia Forest Landowner Update website.   
To unsubscribe from this group, email forestupdate-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu 
Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local governments, and is an equal opportunity 
employer. For the full non-discrimination statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility. 
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mailto:forestupdate-g@vt.edu
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/signup/index.html
mailto:forestupdate-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu
http://ext.vt.edu/accessibility
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