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Good morning, Forest Update Subscribers,  

September and October have passed in a flash. Over the course of those 2 
months, I visited (almost) every nook and cranny of Virginia. From the sparsely 
populated King & Queen County (with fewer residents today than in 1790), to 
the most populous city in the commonwealth, Virginia Beach; from 23 feet in 
elevation (also Virginia Beach) to almost 4,200 feet on High Knob Tower in Wise 
County (home of the elusive Wood Booger); from the top of Massanutten 
Mountain in Shenandoah County (my first enclosed synclinorium), to the top of 
Hogback Mountain in Bland County. I’ve toured longleaf, Eastern white, loblolly, 
and shortleaf pine plantations, naturally regenerated Appalachian hardwood 
forests, pollinator plantings, timber harvests, and a flooring mill. I’ve shared 
wonderful locally catered meals with hundreds of you.   

That’s a long-winded way of saying my job is awesome. Virginia is an amazingly 
beautiful and diverse place with fabulous people. So, to all of you who host our 
programs on your lands (I know it’s a lot of work), to all of you who help plan the 
programs, to all of you who speak at them, and to all of you who attend them – 
thank you! Our team could not do this without you. And of course, as always, a 
huge thank you to the wonderful team of colleagues I work with.  

If you were unable to join us for a tour, you can take a virtual one. And please 
plan on joining us to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Fall Forestry & Wildlife 
Field Tours October 20-23, 2026. 

We are wrapping up our 2025 landowner education programming this month 
and are busy planning our 2026 programs.  

Events Calendar 

Featured Events: 

Fifteen Minutes in the Forest 

The award-winning Fifteen Minutes in the Forest video series features a wide 
array of topics and are shown the 4th Friday of each month at 12:15 PM on 
Facebook and YouTube Premier. 

• November 28: After the Storm: Disaster Response 
• December 26-January 6: The Twelve Shorts of Christmas 

Watch 150+ Fifteen Minutes in the Forest videos on our YouTube Channel.   

 

 

https://dwr.virginia.gov/vbwt/sites/high-knob-recreation-area/
https://www.spookyappalachia.com/the-story-of-wood-booger/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Valley_(Virginia)
https://news.vt.edu/videos/k/2025/10/1_enauwzxj.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/field-tours.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/field-tours.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/eventscalendar.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/shortcourses/online.html
http://www.facebook.com/VFLEP
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram


Generation NEXT Legacy Planning Workshop  

Discussions about what happens to family forestland when mom and dad die 
are difficult. A well thought out plan can help things go smoothly. Our experts 
provide proven techniques to help you plan for the future of your land.  

• November 8 
• 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  
• Hampton Roads AREC, Virginia Beach 
• $40/family 
• Register by mail  
• Register online 

Woods & Wildlife Conferences 

The long-standing Blacksburg and Culpeper Conferences will be held in 
February.  

• February 21 
o Squires Student Center, Blacksburg 
o Agenda and registration in December 

• February 28  
o Daniel Technology Center, Germanna Community College, 

Culpeper. Agenda and registration in December. 

Landowner Retreats 

Beginning Retreats provide information on hardwood and pine forest 
management, legacy planning, management planning, and more. Beyond the 
Basics Retreats take a deep dive into a specific forest management topic. All 
Retreats combine classroom, field trip, and hands-on activities. Registration 
opens 10 weeks prior to events. 

• Beyond the Basics Woodland Owner Retreat: Managing Your Forest for 
Timber Income  
o March 13-14 
o Holiday Lake 4-H Educational Center, Appomattox 

• Southwest Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat  
o May 8-9 
o Southwest Virginia 4-H Educational Center, Abingdon 

• Southeast Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat  
o September 11-12 
o New Kent Conference Center, Providence Forge 

Visit the Blue Ridge PRISM website for programs on nonnative invasives 

 

https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/generationnext/home/workshops
https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/hampton-roads.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xgTsOmm6QgJto0ckhoJPVWGiqMOU8ANS/view
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/ConferencesandWorkshops2/WoodsandWildlifeConferences.html
https://campuslife.vt.edu/student_centers/Squires.html
https://germanna.edu/sites/default/files/2022-08/Culpeper%20Area%20Center%20-%20Joseph%20R.%20Daniel%20Technology%20Center%20Campus%20Map%202022.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/retreats.html
https://www.holidaylake4h.com/
https://www.swva4hcenter.org/
https://dof.virginia.gov/new-kent-conference-center/
https://blueridgeprism.org/


Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State 
University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local governments, 

and is an equal opportunity employer. For the full non-discrimination 
statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility. 

Visit us online 
  
 

 
 
 

 
VFLEP Partners & Sponsors 
• Virginia Cooperative Extension 

• Virginia Department of Forestry 

• Virginia Sustainable Forestry Initiative State Implementation Committee 

• Virginia Tree Farm Foundation 

• Virginia Forestry Association 

• Forest Stewardship Program 

• USDA Forest Service 
 
Jennifer Gagnon * 228 Cheatham Hall * Blacksburg, VA 24061 * jgagnon@vt.edu * 540/231-
6391          
This e-newsletter is posted on-line at: 
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/archives/index.html 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the forestupdate-g@vt.edu Google 
Group. 
 
To subscribe, please visit: https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/signup/index.html 
 
To unsubscribe from this group, email forestupdate-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu 
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