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Good morning Forest Update Subscribers,  

Every night, as soon as I finish dinner and set my fork down, my dogs gather 
around me and start barking loudly in my face. Why? Because it is time to walk. 
They have full access to the outside any time after we get home. But they 
want ME to go with them. My husband calls their behavior bullying. I call it love.  

Lately, the timing of this post-dinner constitutional has been just before dusk. 
And this has allowed me to see bats hunting over the barnyard. While it’s hard 
for me to identify them in the twilight, I’m guessing they are big brown bats. 
Although populations of some species of bats have plummeted because of 
white-nose syndrome, populations of big brown bats are doing well. These 
mammals eat up to 1/3 of their body weight in insects each evening.  

The coolest bat sighting I’ve had was in Trancoso, Brazil. From the hotel 
balcony, I watched a bat pollinate a banana flower. I’ve posted my photo of the 
banana flower (without the bat) on the VFLEP Facebook page. 

If you want to learn more about the 17 documented species of bats in Virginia, 
visit the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources Guide to the Bats of Virginia.   

If your farm and/or forestland was damaged by Hurricane Helene, you may be 
eligible to apply for a block grant to help you recover your losses. Learn more: 
https://dof.virginia.gov/disaster-relief/.  

We have SO many educational programs for landowners coming up in the next 
few months! I hope to see all of you at one (or more) of them.  

Jennifer 

Full Events Calendar 

Featured Events: 

Fifteen Minutes in the Forest 

The award-winning Fifteen Minutes in the Forest video series features a wide 
array of topics and are shown the 4th Friday of each month at 12:15 PM on 
Facebook and YouTube Premier. 

• August 22: Stay Safe in the Woods Part 2 

• September 26: Creating Vernal Pools 

• October 24: Tree Growth  

• November 28: After the Storm: Disaster Response 

• December 26-January 6: The Twelve Shorts of Christmas 

https://dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bats/white-nose-syndrome/
http://www.facebook.com/VFLEP
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bats/
https://dof.virginia.gov/disaster-relief/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/shortcourses/online.html
http://www.facebook.com/VFLEP
https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram


Watch 150+ Fifteen Minutes in the Forest videos on our YouTube Channel.   

 

Generation NEXT Legacy Planning  

Discussions about what happens to family forestland when mom and dad die 
are difficult. A well thought out plan can help things go smoothly. Our experts 
provide useful techniques to help you plan for the future of your land.  

• Legacy Planning Workshop 
o August 15 & 16 (Please register by 5 PM today August 1) 
o James Madison’s Montpelier, Montpelier Station  
o $90 for 2 people; $10 each additional family member 
o Agenda 
o Register by mail 
o Register online 

• Legacy Planning Workshop 
o October 4 
o Farmville 
o Agenda and registration available in August 

• Legacy Planning Workshop 
o November 8 
o Norfolk or Hampton Roads 
o Agenda and registration available in September 

Virginia Tree Farm Foundation Lunch Tours 

The Virginia Forest Landowner Education Program partners with the Virginia 
Tree Farm Foundation to offer an annual series of Tree Farm Tours.  These 
tours bring woodland owners together to visit an active Tree Farm, learn 
about the Virginia Tree Farm Foundation, and provide fellowship among those 
who care about healthy woods and active woodland management. You do 
not need to be a Tree Farmer to attend. Registration deadlines are 2 weeks 
prior to the tour date.  

• August 22: King & Queen County 

• September 4: Sussex County 

• September 15: Bland County 

• September 19: Shenandoah County  

• September 26: Montgomery County  
o $15/person includes lunch 
o Agendas and register by mail 
o Register online 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/VirginiaForestLandownerEducationProgram
https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/generationnext/home/workshops
https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/generationnext/home/workshops
https://www.montpelier.org/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2025/Agenda%20-%20GenNEXT%202025%20Orange%20-%20final%20draft.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2025/2025%20Montpelier%201-page.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/ConferencesandWorkshops2/TreeFarmDinners.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2025/2025%20Tree%20Farm%20Tours.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html


 

Beyond the Basics Woodland Owner Retreat: Managing Your Forest for 
Wildlife  

This 1.5-day program will take a deep dive into managing wildlife (both game 
and non-game species) on your land. Participants will receive classroom, 
field trip, and hands-on experiences.  

• September 5-6 (Please register by August 21) 

• New Kent Forestry Center, Providence Forge 

• $65/person, $130/couple – onsite lodging is available for an additional 
fee 

• Agenda coming soon 

• Register online 

• Register by mail 

The Woods in Your Backyard Online Course 

Based on the guide of the same name, this course from University of 
Maryland Extension provides strategies to landowners of small parcels of 
land (1-10 acres) that improve the stewardship of their property for personal 
enjoyment and environmental quality. 

• September 8 - November 17 

• Online 

• $125/person 

• Register online 

Woods & Wildlife Conference 

Join the first-ever Virginia-North Carolina Woods & Wildlife Conference. 
Modeled after the ever-popular Woods & Wildlife Conferences in Culpeper 
and southwest Virginia, this one-day event will consist of classroom 
sessions and a tour of the Roseburg Forest Products mill. 

• September 20 (please register by September 10) 

• Northampton County Cultural Center, Jackson, NC 

• $30/person includes refreshments, lunch, and transportation to the 
mill tour 

• Agenda and register by mail 

• Register online 

Fall Forestry & Wildlife Field Tours 

https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/retreats.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/retreats.html
https://dof.virginia.gov/new-kent-conference-center/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2025/2025%20SE%20Retreat.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-resources/program-areas/woodland-stewardship-education/online-courses/woods-your-backyard/woods-your-backyard-online-course/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-2025-the-woods-in-your-backyard-online-course-tickets-1434725896779?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/ConferencesandWorkshops2/WoodsandWildlifeConferences.html
https://nhcculturalarts.com/
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/content/dam/forestupdate_frec_vt_edu/landownerprograms/events/2025/2025%20VA%20NC%20Woods%20and%20Wildlife.pdf
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/onlineregistration.html
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/landownerprograms/field-tours.html


Join landowners, natural resource professionals, and other outdoor lovers 
for day-long tours that explore a variety of sustainable forestry and wildlife 
management practices. Tours visit private, public, and industry-owned lands.  

Past tours have visited seedling nurseries, timber harvesting operations, 
sawmills, pine plantations, cooperages, hardwood forests, arboretums, 
Christmas tree farms, elk habitat, fisheries, hunting plantations, and more.  

• October 2, Henry County  

• October 9, Wise County 

• October 16, Virginia Beach 

• October 17, Frederick County 

• Agendas and registration available in mid-August.  

Timber Cruising for Woodland Owners 

Hiring a professional forester is the best way to ensure an accurate 
accounting of your timber volume and value. And it’s important for you to 
understand where these numbers come from. This hands-on class will teach 
you how a timber cruise is conducted.  

• November 7 

• 10:30 – 4:00 

• Reynolds Homestead, Critz 

• Agenda and registration available in September  

 Visit the Blue Ridge PRISM website for programs on nonnative invasives 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State 
University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local governments, 

and is an equal opportunity employer. For the full non-discrimination 
statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility. 

Visit us online 
  
 
 
 
 
VFLEP Partners & Sponsors 
• Virginia Cooperative Extension 

• Virginia Department of Forestry 

• Virginia Sustainable Forestry Initiative State Implementation Committee 

• Virginia Tree Farm Foundation 

• Virginia Forestry Association 

• Forest Stewardship Program 

• USDA Forest Service 

https://reynoldshomestead.vt.edu/
https://blueridgeprism.org/
http://ext.vt.edu/accessibility
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ext.vt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235310403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bRjP0%2BdCm0I4oDJBqa5lbY%2BVdLJPuca6%2FmmNC8yKlKw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dof.virginia.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235325671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kdy2hHberxOsARAe%2Ft6U1uOYoKZUHiaNpyNWt0VZjsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvirginiasfi.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235341037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ji1MYIsHHBKsMTHCJyVomYtYz4fZ%2BsDBtGQ%2FI97B5tw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvtff.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235356476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PsKNL7%2BEGPPnQZR63ak3Wx9aNv6CeQmXKdl7E%2Fyl91M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaforestry.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235377946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GQ0CzarLNZDK0WV%2B9Uz7oz2AlJy7MzOX5fcgS6R9XaQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fmanaging-land%2Fforest-stewardship%2Fprogram&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235393405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bvw5l1zKmcXIvQdVTHnEdsdGC8ZvVGhCQB7m5V3a7A8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235408538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lklVyC5KhRjIIGT9it0dtEETYqy4XoI6LngM3ZF1Qus%3D&reserved=0


 
Jennifer Gagnon * 228 Cheatham Hall * Blacksburg, VA 24061 * jgagnon@vt.edu * 540/231-
6391          

 

This e-newsletter is posted on-line at: 
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/archives/index.html 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the forestupdate-g@vt.edu Google 
Group. 
 
To subscribe, please visit: https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/newsletter/signup/index.html 
 
To unsubscribe from this group, email forestupdate-g+unsubscribe@vt.edu 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforestupdate.frec.vt.edu%2Fnewsletter%2Farchives%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235811168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3Z7J%2FgUvsGPCsenW7sylBu7V1gHAYfZBpYVY5x1NUA%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforestupdate.frec.vt.edu%2Fnewsletter%2Fsignup%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7Cjgagnon%40vt.edu%7C4658ec4fa2604e20ae7f08dd881c8304%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638816378235827020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ef15lgIoeFfmL8GTdURAAXk9ndczHbnFskQeXi9puEQ%3D&reserved=0
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