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CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION

This all day conference:
 

•	 is for owners of large or small tracts of 
land;

•	 is a one stop/first stop for individuals, 
families, and managers wanting to learn 
about woods, wildlife, and other natural 

resources;
•	 provides multiple links to information, 

sources of assistance, and a better 
understanding of the natural resources 

around you;
•	 will explore a myriad of forestry and 

wildlife issues relevant to owners of 
woodlands.

Is Blacksburg too far for you to travel?  Good 
news!  The Woods & Wildlife Conference 

is offered in Culpeper as well (February 28).  
Visit https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu 

for agenda and registration

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership 
of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local 
governments, and is an equal opportunity employer. 

For the full non-discrimination statement, please 
visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility.

If you are a person with a disability and desire any 
assistive devices, services or other accommodations 

to participate in this activity, please contact 
Jennifer Gagnon at 540-231-6391 during business 

hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to discuss 
accommodations 5 days prior to the event. *TDD 

number is (800) 828-1120.
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February 21, 2026

9:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Squires Student Center, 

Virginia Tech, Blacksburg 

$55/person; $100/couple
Registration fee includes 

refreshments 
and catered lunch

WHITE OAK SPONSORS

WHITE PINE SPONSOR

YELLOW-POPLAR SPONSOR



LOCATION
SQUIRES STUDENT CENTER

VIRGINIA TECH

290 COLLEGE AVENUE

BLACKSBURG, VA 24061

FREE RESERVED PARKING IN THE 

ARCHITECTURE ANNEX LOT 

DIRECTIONS
From I-81 - All Directions

Take Exit 118B onto US-460 W
Take US-460 W to US-460 BUS W/S Main Street 

in Blacksburg - Exit 5A-5B (6.7 mi.)
Follow US-460 BUS W/S Main Street to 

College Avenue (2.9 miles)
Turn Left on W Roanoke Street 
Turn Right on Otey Street NW

Turn Right into the Architecture Annex Lot
Tell attendant you are with Woods & Wildlife 

From Points West of Blacksburg  
Take US-460 W to Blacksburg 
Turn Left onto  N Main Street                          

At the traffic Circle, take the 2nd 
Exit to stay on N Main Street (2.8 mi)                                                                                              

Turn Right onto College Avenue (0.2 mi) 
Turn Left on Otey Street                                       

Turn Left into the Architecture Annex Lot              
Tell attendant you are with Woods & Wildlife 

LODGING

If you need lodging on the 21st, there 
are numerous options in Blacksburg, 

Christiansburg, and Radford.

Agenda is subject to change.
You do not need to pre-select sessions.

PLEASE REGISTER BY FEB. 6

Register and pay on-line!  
https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/

onlineregistration.html
Or send this form and payment to: 

Kathie Hollandsworth 
228 Cheatham Hall (0324)

Blacksburg, VA 24061
Make checks payable to Virginia Tech Treasurer  

Please print clearly
Name(s) of attendee(s):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

email: ____________________________

Street/P.O.______________________________________________

City______________________________________________________

State_____________________________________________________

Zip__________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________

Dietary requests____________________

Are you a woodland owner? 
Yes______ No______

Land County__________________________________________

Total Acres_________Wooded Acres___________

2026 BLACKSBURG WOODS & WILDLIFE
CONTACT

JENNIFER GAGNON
540-231-6391

JGAGNON@VT.EDU

PROGRAM KICK-OFF

Linking ecology and history to 
create your forest’s biography                                                   
Carolyn Copenheaver, Virginia Tech 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 1

Wildlife plantings                                                        
Hunter Stuart, Hunter’s Wildlife Solutions
Know where you stand on your land                
Jeremy Hutchins, Elevation Surveying, LLC
Forest farming in Virginia: Practices, 
benefits, and how you can take part                                                    
Ian Nichols, Virginia Tech

AFTERNOON PLENARY

How Pinterest affects forest management    
Delton Alderman, Virginia Tech

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2

Managing invasive plants                                  
Alexander Ivy, KudzuClearing
Fire mitigation and management in Virginia 
Johnny Vest, Virginia Department of Forestry 
Oak decline in Virginia. What’s killing our oak 
trees?                                                                                    
Lori Chamberlin, Virginia Department of Forestry 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3

Keeping deer healthy: In town and in the woods                                                                                
Ethan Chapmon, Virginia Department of  Wildlife 
Resources
How management decisions and land 
use influence Appalachian stream giants                                                                      
Austin Holloway, Virginia Department of Wildlife 
Resources
Beyond the fence: What every landowner 
should know about hunter safety                                         
Mike Arden, Department of Wildlife Resources

CAPSTONE

Insights from the Claudius Project: 
The poisonous mushrooms of Virginia                                                   
John Dent, Virginia Master Naturalist 


