
Join landowners and natural resource 
professionals for an educational and fun day 
(or days!) in the woods learning about forest 
and wildlife management. 

These Tours promote wise resource 
management on private woodlands.

Check inside for individual tour descriptions, 
dates, and times. All itineraries are subject to 
change.  

Please register by Friday October 2. 

October 20 Montgomery County
October 21 Franklin County
October 22 Orange County
October 23 Hanover County

*Limited scholarships are available for K-12 
teachers. Contact Jennifer Gagnon, 
jgagnon@vt.edu, 540-231-6391 for details. 
Awarded first-come, first-served.*

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, 
services or other accommodations to participate in this activity, 

please contact Jennifer Gagnon at 540-231-6391 during business 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to discuss accommodations 5 days 

prior to the event. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, 
Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 

and local governments, and is an equal opportunity employer. 
For the full non-discrimination statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/

accessibility.

Thank You Sponsors!
• Society of American Foresters, Foresters Fund
• USDA Forest Service Forest Stewardship Program
• Virginia Cooperative Extension
• Virginia Department of Forestry 
• Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources
• Virginia Forestry Association 
• Virginia SFI State Implementation Committee
• Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources & 
      Environment
• Virginia Tech Department of Forest Resources 	
       & Environmental Conservation
• Virginia Tree Farm Foundation

Hanover County
Friday October 23

Meet at 9:00 AM at: 
Flippo Lumber Corporation
16415 Washington Highway
Doswell, VA 23047
804-876-3311
Tour begins promptly at 9:30 AM

Right off of I-95 and home of King’s Dominion, 
Hanover County is still a predominantly rural land 
use county, with 64% of the area in forest and 
13% in farm. On this tour we’ll visit a local sawmill 
business and their actively managed forest. 

Stop 1: Flippo Lumber Corporation. The Flippo 
family business began operating in 1910 and 
now runs a southern yellow pine sawmill. The 
operation consists of a sawmill, a biomass fired 
boiler and dry kiln, and a planer. At times, up to 
50 employees run the operation to produce over 
30 million board feet annually. On the tour, we 
will learn how the operation converts harvested 
timber into dimensional lumber and timbers 
ready for market.

Lunch: Doswell Ruritan Club. Catered roast beef 
meal by Doswell Ruritan Club.

Stop 2: Bullfield Woodlands. There is a lot 
of active forest management occurring on this 
family-owned property. Professional foresters will 
discuss how to create a new, young forest, and 
the benefits they provide for wildlife. Then we’ll 
learn what management activities are used in 15 
and 29 year old pine plantations. The last stop 
will be at a hardwood forest along the river.  We’ll 
learn about the ways that forests protect water 
quality, support wildlife, and provide recreational 
opportunities. 

Conclude by 3:30 PM
For more information contact
Neil Clark, 757-653-2572, neclark@vt.edu

 Special 50th 
Anniversary Lodging

Lodging is available for an additional $40/night 
(for single and couples sharing a room). This 

includes dinner on the night of your stay. 

Monday October 19 
and Tuesday October 20th 

Hotel-style lodging at the W.E. Skelton 4-H 
Educational Conference Center in Wirtz.

Wednesday October 21 
and Thursday October 22 

Lodge-style accommodations available at Lake 
Anna State Park in Spotsylvania. Private rooms 
have 2 beds; shared kitchen space and 3 shared 

bathrooms.  

Please contact Jennifer Gagnon 
to arrange lodging no later than 

Friday October 2,  jgagnon@vt.edu,                   
540-231-6391. 

  Special 50th 
Anniversary Registration

Individual registration is $45

Couple registration is $80 
Save $10!

Register for 3 Tours and get 
the 4th one FREE!

Save $45/person or $80/couple 

All registrations include light breakfast, 
refreshments, lunch, transportation, and 

materials.

On these Tours you will: (1) observe science-
based management practices; 

(2) become acquainted with public and private 
sources of technical and financial management 

assistance; and (3) network with other 
landowners, natural resource professionals, 

and those who share your interest in Virginia’s 
natural resources.  Each tour will include stops 

on multiple properties.  

Special 50th 
Anniversary Swag

Includes regional and state-wide surprises.



Register and pay on-line:  
Visit https://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu

Or send this form and payment to: 
Kathie Hollandsworth 

228 Cheatham Hall (0324) Blacksburg, VA 24061
Checks payable to: Virginia Tech Treasurer

	�Montgomery
	�Franklin
	�Orange
	�Hanover

$45/person; $80/couple per Tour                                                
Attend all 4 for $135/person, $240/couple
Name(s) of attendee(s)
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Street/P.O.__________________________________________

City__________________________________________________

State_________________________________________________

Zip___________________________________________________

email________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________________

Dietary requests____________________________________

Are you a woodland owner? 
Yes______ No______

Land County________________________________________

Total Acres____________Wooded Acres_____________

2026 Fall Forestry & Wildlife Field Tours

Montgomery County 
Tuesday October 20

Meet at 8:00 AM at: 
Meadowbrook Community Center
267 Alleghany Springs Road
Shawsville, VA 24162
540-268-1623
Tour begins promptly at 8:30 AM

Home to Virginia Tech, the third largest University 
in Virginia, Montgomery County is still a 
predominantly rural area. In fact, almost 90% of 
the county is either forest (68 %) or farm (21%) 
land. On this tour we’ll see where trees are grown, 
how they are made into useful products, and what 
goes into developing and testing wood products. 

Stop 1: Turman Lumber Company. This family-
owned sawmill has been operating for almost 
50 years. The family also owns and manages 
400,000 acres of local forests.  We’ll watch as trees 
are sawn into lumber. 

Stop 2: Virginia Tech’s Brooks Forest Products 
Center. Here we’ll learn about state-of-the-art 
technology being used to test packaging systems 
and materials. From improving the durability of 
pallets, enhancing the sustainability of cold chain 
packaging systems, to developing new building 
materials, the Brooks Center is conducting world-
class applied research on wood products. 

Lunch: Meadowbrook Community Center. 
Catered pasta bar from Pumpernickel Pickle. 

Stop 3: Sowder Tree Farm. On this 57-acre 
Tree Farm we’ll learn about managing for 
Appalachian hardwoods, Eastern white pine, 
and all the wildlife that live there. We’ll also 
learn about research and outreach projects 
with Virginia Tech. 

Conclude by 4:30 PM
For more information contact 
Bill Worrell, 276-889-8056, bworrell@vt.edu 

Franklin County
Wednesday October 21

Meet at: 8:30 AM at: 
W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center 
775 Hermitage Road
Wirtz, VA 24184
540-721-2759
Tour begins promptly at 9:00 AM

Known as the moonshine capital of the world for 
its historic liquor production during prohibition, 
Franklin County was also the filming location for 
the 1991 movie What About Bob. Close to 58% of 
the county is in forestland, and 26% in farmland. 

Stop 1: Tree Planting Harmony. What does it 
take to turn an open field into a pine plantation? 
The discussion will cover soil preparation, tree 
planting, and releasing seedlings from competing 
vegetation. We’ll see hardwoods and shortleaf 
pine planted along a waterway where, once 
established, they will help protect water quality.  
Finally, we’ll learn about the cost share programs 
used to help pay to establish these plantings. 

Stop 2: Intentional Hardwood Management. 
Virginia’s Hardwood Initiative has money to help 
you manage your hardwood forests. At this stop 
we’ll explore three of the management practices 
that are eligible for cost share. 

Lunch: W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational 
Conference Center.

Stop 3: Montmorenci Property. This privately-
owned 600+ acre woodland has been in the 
Newbill Family since the 1970’s. It is now being 
actively managed by the second generation. We’ll 
learn about managing both loblolly pine and 
hardwoods at this stop. 

Conclude by 3:30 PM
For more information contact 
Jason Fisher, 434-276-2147, jasonf@vt.edu 

Orange County 
Thursday October 22

Meet at: 9:30 AM at: 
James Madison’s Montpelier 
11350 Constitution Highway
Montpelier Station, VA 22957
540-672-2728
Tour begins promptly at 10:00 AM

Orange County is bathed in its own name, russet 
browns, reds and yellows in autumn. Our time at 
James Madison’s Montpelier is sure to please the 
eye and the mind while exploring the intersection of 
society & forests.  

Stop 1: Working Woods Walk. A trail walk in the 
Demonstration Forest will pass though part of the 
remarkable Landmark Forest before showcasing 
various active forest management practices.

Lunch: The Market at Grelen. Catered by Grelen 
Casual Cafe.

Stop 2: Grelen Nursery Tour. Established in 
1990, the nursery grows and sells large plant 
material and operates a full landscaping division.

Stop 3:  Majestic Trees of Montpelier. We will 
return to Montpelier and get off the beaten path 
to be up-close and personal with Montpelier’s 
Majestic Trees and have time to explore exhibits 
and the formal gardens.  

Dinner: James Madison’s Montpelier. Catered 
by BBQ Exchange.

Stop 4: Mansion Tour. This private tour of James 
Madison’s home will be led by Montpelier staff. 

Conclude by 7:00 PM 
For more information contact 
Adam Downing, 540-948-6881, 
adowning@vt.edu


