
 
Southwest Virginia Landowner  
Woods & Wildlife Conference 

 
February 21, 2026, Squires Student Center, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg  

 
 Location Time Title  Presenter   

General Session  
Commonwealth 
Ballroom 

9:30 Registration & coffee  

10:00 Introductory remarks  Jennifer Gagnon  
   

10:15- 
11:00 

Program Kick-off  
Linking Ecology and History to Create Your 
Forest’s Biography 

Carolyn 
Copenheaver 

Concurrent 
Session 1  
TBA  

11:15-
12:00 

a) Wildlife Plantings  
b) Know Where You Stand on Your Land 
c) Forest Farming in Virginia: Practices, 

Benefits, and How You Can Take Part   

James Wilson  
Jeremy Hutchins  
Ian Nichols  

Commonwealth 
Ballroom  

12:00 – 
1:00 

Lunch 
   

General Session  
Commonwealth 
Ballroom 

 
1:00 – 
1:30 

Plenary Session  
How Pinterest Affects Forest 
Management 

Delton Alderman 

Concurrent 
Session 2  
TBA 

1:45 –
2:30 

a) Managing Invasive Plants 
b) Wildfire Stats and DOF response 
c) Oak Decline in Virginia: What’s Killing 

Our Oak Trees? 

Alex Ivy 
Johnny Vest 
Lori Chamberlin  

  2:30 – 
3:00 Break  

   
Concurrent 
Session 3  
TBA  

3:00 - 
3:45 

a. Keeping Deer Healthy – in Town and in 
the Woods 

b. Hellbenders 
c. Hunter Safety  

Ethan Chapmon 
 
Austin Holloway 
Mike Arden 

General   
Session    
Commonwealth 
Ballroom  

4:00 –
4:45 

Capstone  
Insights from the Claudius Project:  
The Poisonous Mushrooms of Virginia 

John Dent  

4:45 - 
5:00 Closing remarks, door prizes, evaluations  Jennifer Gagnon 

Program subject to change.  

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), and local governments, and is an equal opportunity employer. For the full non-discrimination 

statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility. 
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