
Forest Certification 



Sustainable Forestry 

• Those forestry practices 
that meet present needs 
without compromising 
the ability of future 
generations to meet their 
own needs. 



Sustainable Forestry 
• Specifically, integrates 

the regeneration, 
growing, nurturing, and 
harvesting of trees for 
useful products while 
conserving soil, air, 
water quality, wildlife, 
plants, aquatic habitat, 
and landscape aesthetic 
quality. 



Certification 

 



Certification 

• 3rd party voluntary process to recognize 
sustainably-managed forests  

• Tool to foster forest stewardship 

• The Pinchot Institute for Conservation 



Certification 

• American Tree Farm System (ATFS) 

 www.treefarmsystem.org 

• Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

 www.fscus.org 

• Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 

 www.sfiprogram.org 

 

 

http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
http://www.fscus.org/
http://www.sfiprogram.org/


Certification 

• Minimizing impacts of forest management 
activities on water quality 

• Reforestation following a  

   timber harvest 

• Ensuring a non-declining  

 forest base 

• Maintaining wildlife habitat  

• Reducing exotics 

• Protecting special areas and rare habitats 

 



American Tree Farm System 
• ATFS 

– Virginia Tree Farm Committee 

• US Program 

• Internationally recognized 

• For private forest landowners 

• 1500 Tree Farms in VA  

   (804,000 acres) 

• 5 year inspections 

• Current plan 

• Free (currently) 

• Strong emphasis on education 

 



Forest Stewardship Council 

• FSC 

– Regional coordinator 

– International program 

– For public, private (large and small)  

   and industry owned lands 

– 209,000 acres in VA 

– Annual inspection* 

– Current plan 

– Fees vary depending on acreage and type of 
certification 



Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

• SFI 
– Virginia SFI State Implementation Committee 

– North American Program 

– Internationally recognized 

– Developed for industry owned lands 

– 406,000 acres 

– Annual inspections 

– Current plan 

– Price varies by acreage/ 

    certification type 

 



Resources 

• To certify or not?  A question for Virginia’s 
private forest owners. 
http://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu 

• VFLEP classes 2013-2014 

• Guidebook: Forest Management Certification 
on Private Forestlands in the U.S. 
www.Pichot.org 

• Dovetail Partners Inc. 
http://www.dovetailinc.org/ 

 

 

http://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu/
http://www.pichot.org/
http://www.dovetailinc.org/
http://www.dovetailinc.org/


Virginia Forest Landowner Education  
Helping Virginians Keep Their Forests Healthy & Productive  

www.cnre.vt.edu/forestupdate 


