
V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s   •   w w w . d w r . v i r g i n i a . g o v 1

Bill Bassinger
District Wildlife Biologist      

Woods and Wildlife Conference
Wytheville Meeting Center

February 11, 2023

Implementing Quality Deer Management on Your Property
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The Department of Game and Inland Fisheries is a special funded agency. 
The financial resources to fund the agency programs comes from the sale 
of hunting, fishing and trapping licenses, the registration and titling of 
watercraft, the collection of watercraft sales and use tax and the transfer of 
sales tax estimated to be collected from equipment utilized in hunting, 
fishing and wildlife watching activities in the state. The Department also 
participates in federal grant programs managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Division of Federal Aid. This program is funded by 
manufacture excise taxes collected on products used in hunting, fishing, 
and boating. 
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Quality Deer Management

…The voluntary use of restraint harvesting 
young bucks combined with an adequate 
harvest of antlerless deer to maintain a 
healthy population in balance with existing 
habitat conditions.”

Source – Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA) 
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As deer population density increases, herd condition 
and reproductive rates decline. Conversely, as deer 
population density decreases, herd health and 
reproductive rates improve.
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Quality Deer Management 

• Quality Bucks

• Quality Does

• Quality Fawns



V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s   •   w w w . d w r . v i r g i n i a . g o v 6

Quality Deer Management

• Quality Habitat



V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s   •   w w w . d w r . v i r g i n i a . g o v 7

Quality Deer Management

• Quality Hunting Experience
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Antler Development

• Nutrition
• Age
• Genetics
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Virginia’s Stocking Sources, 1926-1992

• 1,417 Deer from 11 States – 1926-1950
• 1,980 Deer – 1967-1992; Mostly from Radford Army 

Ammunition Plant!
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Nutrition

Age

Antler Development
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Nutrition
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Antler Development with Age
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Antler Development with Age
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yearling
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Q - What is the biggest issue facing 
landowners when trying to manage deer 

numbers?

A – Antlerless deer seasons 
(doe days)



V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s   •   w w w . d w r . v i r g i n i a . g o v 17

Virginia Deer Management Options

• Kill Permits
• Damage Control Assistance Program (DCAP)
• Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP)
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Kill Permits

• Kill Permits: As Provided By Virginia State Statue 
§29.1-529, VDGIF Conservation Police Officers 
(Formerly Known As Game Warden) Can (shall) Issue 
Permits Any Time Of Year To Landowners Who Suffer 
Agricultural Or Residential Property Damage From 
Deer Or Bears

Pros Cons 
Any time                        Public perception
Site Specific
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DCAP

• Provides Site-specific Relief For Deer Damage To Crops And 
Other Property 

• Increases Management Options With More Liberal Antlerless 
Harvest

• Tags Are For Antlerless Deer Only For Use During Regular 
Hunting Seasons

• Set Up By Conservation Police Officer
• Available in Certain Counties
• No Technical Assistance
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DMAP

• Provides Site-specific Management Option
• Increases Management Options With More Liberal Antlerless 

Harvest
• Tags Are For Antlerless Deer Only For Use During Regular Hunting 

Seasons
• Set Up By District Wildlife Biologist
• Available In All Counties
• Technical Assistance Provided To Attain Management Goals
• Annual Report
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DMAP Points Of Interest

• Open To Every Club Or Landowner In The State At No Charge
• There Is No Acreage Minimum
• All New Cooperators Meet With Biologist
• Must Collect Data For One Season – Weights, Jawbones, Antler 

Measurements
• Tags Issued Second Year
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DMAP Enrollment Requirements

• Application Available Online And Due By September 15th
• A High Quality Map With Boundaries
• Written Statement Of Your Mgmt. goals
• Must meet with District Biologist
• Compliance With Game Laws And DMAP Regulations 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

• Bill Bassinger

• 276-783-4860

• bill.bassinger@dwr.virginia.gov
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