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What is it?

* The implementation of sustainable
woodland management.

e Sustainable woodland management:

Forestry practices that meet present
needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet
their own needs
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What is it?

While conserving:
* Soil

* Air

* Water quality
Wildlife

Plants

Aquatic habitat
* Beauty




My woodland management
activities will be restricted.

MAYBE



What is it?

* Agreement to manage the land according to a
set of Standards or guidelines

e Standards vary by Program

* Must have a written management plan STANDARDS

* Must implement Best Management Practices to & GU'DANCE
protect water and soil

Must protect/enhance forest health and productivity

Must protect/enhance aesthetics, wildlife,
biodiversity

* Must protect special sites

2015-2020




Woodland certification is a
government program.

FALSE



FAQ

* \Voluntary

 Agreement between a landowner and a certification program
* Does not give government any control over your property

* Does not give the public access to your land




What is it?

 American Tree Farm System (ATFS)
www.treefarmsystem.org

* Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
www.fscus.org

 Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFl)
www.sfiprogram.org

ESC

SUSTAINABLE
FORESTRY
INITIATIVE


http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
http://www.fscus.org/
http://www.sfiprogram.org/

Where is it?
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f | certify my land, | lose some/all
of my property rights

FALSE



FAQ

* Retain all property rights
* Can sell all or part of land
e Can pass land on to heirs

* Can decertify all or part of land at any
time with no penalty

* Must allow an inspector to visit
periodically




What are the Benefits?
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Benefits
* Increased market access

* Acknowledgement of good
woodland management

* Improved woodland
management

Improved business practices




What are the Costs?

Managing Your Woodlar
A Template for Your Plans for

FSC

FSC-US Forest Managemer
(w/o FF Indicators anc

Recommended by FSC-US B
Approved by FSC-IC. .

For more information, p
FSC-US

info@fscus.o

612.353.451

SUSTAINABLE
FORESTRY

v T

American Tree Farm System® 2 O 1 O

Standards

Management Plan Addendum

Introduction

The American Tree Farm System has developed this manage-
ment plan addendum for Tree Farmers whose management
plans already meet the current requirements and are looking
to update their plans to be in conformance with the newly
released 2010 - 2015 American Forest Foundation Standards
of Sustainability. All lands certified by the American Trea
Farm System must meet the requirements of the 2010 AFF
Standards by December 31, 2010

The Management Plan Addendum covers only the new items
required in the 2010 Standards that were not previously ad-
dressed under the 2004 Standards (which you would have
been certified under if you were certified before 2010).

For more information on the AFF Standards, please visit

www.treefarmsystem.org/certification or call Victoria Lockhart
at 202.463.2738.

Where present and relevant to the property, your

Instructions

Management plans for properties certified by the American
Tree Farm System are required to be active, adaptive, em-
body the landowner's current objectives, remain appropriate
for the land certified and reflect the current state of knowl-
edge about forestry and natural resource management. An
active management plan is updated on a frequent basis with
handwritten notes, plan revisions and informal plan amend-
ments such as this document. Please consider contacting a
forester forester, assis-
tance forester, state agency forester) to assist you with your
addendum or if your plans needs a more complete update.

1) Read through your current management plan. If you see
any items that you would like to update, please consider
including handwritten notes. Please consider reviewing
your management plan annually and update informally
with any pertinent information.

Please review each new required plan element (new under
the 2010 Standards) and evaluate whether or not your
current management plan meets the new requirements. If
your current plan meets these new requirements, please
make note of where in your plan this information can be
found.

C}

Where there are updates needed, please follow the guid-
ance under each required resource elements.
a. For any check box sections, please add comments

if appropriate.

4) Once you have completed the addendum, please attach
10 your current management plan. Please be sure to initial
and date the addendum.

Management Plan Addendum for the 2010-2015 AFF Standa

plan must address the following resource elements:

ONRCS

Enacted January 1,

erican Forest Foundation (AFF) 2015-2020
Standards of Sustainability

Standards Prologue

rest Foundation’s (AFF) 2015-2020 Standards of Sustainability for Forest
ndards) promote the health and sustainability of America’s family forests

are designed as a tool to help woodland owners be effective stewards of the
tively manage renewable resources; promote environmental, economic and
nd work to increase public understanding of sustainable forestry. The

sed on international sustainability metrics and North American guidelines for
t management and serve as the basis for the American Tree Farm System”

n program. The ATFS certification program is internationally endorsed by the
he Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC”)

qualified natural resource professionals who follow the Standards are
'omote the American Tree Farm System” program by displaying appropriate
ating in relevant program activities. Landowners following these Standards are
bassadors for exemplary woodland stewardship.

How to Use the Standards

s are designed to accommodate the range and diversity of family and small
woodlands. As such, the AFF Standards should be utilized adaptively and as
r the size, scale and intensity of the woodlands and operations.

Demonstrating Conformance
ght Standards of Sustainability addresses aspects of sustainable forest
Moving from general to specific, each Standard incorporates performance
i indicators to illustrate conformance. All components of each Standard
property certified under the AFF Standards. Because the indicator is the
it is the most explicit element for demonstrating or evaluating

an overarching principle of sustainability.
e measure refines the standard's intent and describes considerations and
conformance.

jdentifies specific actions or activities that demonstrate conformance.

es and indicators that include the word “shall” are considered core
uired for certification under the American Tree Farm System®

{ ]}

Costs

* Preparation
* Time
 Management plan
* Changes to current practices

* Maintenance
 Auditing/monitoring fees
e Keeping up with the Standar
* Corrective Action Requests



| will be required to practice
olantation forestry on my land.

True/False

FALSE



| will not be allowed to practice
olantation forestry on my land.

FALSE™



FAQ

American Tree Farm System

 Plantations are an accepted
silvicultural practice

* Not a required practice

* Not directly addressed within
the Standard

Forest Stewardship Council
* Not a required practice
* A planted forest does not

automatically qualify as a
plantation

* If it does qualify as a plantation,
subject to additional criteria



How to Certify

* Individual
* Applies to individual forest properties and management practices
* Property owners hold the certification certificate
* Owners are audited annually, and must pay the cost of audits

* Group
 Certifies a group of properties under one certification certificate
* Certificate is held by a group manager
* The group shares the expense of the audit
* Only a sample of properties in the group pare audited each year



How to Certity

American Tree Farm System

* Certification Options

* Group Certification
* Southern Region Certificate

Virginia Tree Farm Committee
1540 Certified Tree Farms
551,441 acres

Sample of properties audited
Free

The registered
American Tree Farm
System nonindustrial
and privately owned
lands within the
Southern Region'.
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Certificate of Registration

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP bas assessed whether the management system at

Southern Region

American Tree Farm System
1111 Nineteenth Street, NW Suite 780, Washington, D.C. 20036

is suitably designed to provide reasonable that the requirements of the standard
poted below (the Requirements) have been met, as of January 19, 2012,

American Forest Foundation (AFF) 2010- 2015 Standards
of Sustainability for Forest Certification

Manag t 13 respoasble for the g t system meets the Requirements.
Our responsibility is limited to expressing an opinion as to whether the Requiremnents were
met, based on our . The A Forest Found dard can be found at
www.treefarmsystem.org
wmmwuwmmmmmmwm
auditing standard and, dingly, d examining, on a sample basis
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In our opinion, the management system was suitably designed to provide reasonable
mmM&Wmn&malmm::dme 2042,
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PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Vancouver, Canada

Certificate No. PwWC-AFF-341

Date of Original Certification 4 21,2009
Date of Current Certification July 29, 2012
Date Certification Expires July 28, 20135
© wona PricesatentesmeCoopers LLY, Alkh % roserved. In this Srsment, "PeC” pvfens mmu}-
Ontaro Lmitol! 2atdley pentnerabs. which i & memsher firs of eCrarpers ] Limitnd, each member

Amarscen Trve Tarm Sycom® b 2 svgiamernd wrvice mark of the Aserican Formt Foaadason s Program. The luirish “TERC are
cvvernd by cogyright and arv registersd.

« The Scxghern Reghon comalets of S fllowing 2ate emmictrms: Aldbams, Achatass, Flocida, Grorgla, Losdelans,
uwmmcmu..m-amrm Temsenws Tenas o3.] Vigghols



How to Certity

American Tree Farm System

* Certification Options

* Independently Managed Groups (IMGs)
* |ndividuals/families/LLC’s
* Investment funds
* Government

e Individual Certification

e The future...

* Charge membership fee
* More value for Tree Farmers




How to certify

 American Tree Farm System — Southeastern Group Certificate

* Obtain a written management plan
* Forest Stewardship, Tree Farm or Conservation Activity Plan 106
* Contact the Virginia Tree Farm Program
* Aninspector will be assigned to your property
* Meet with the inspector
* Walk property
* Discuss management plan
* Fill out Form 004
* Virginia Tree Farm Program Approves
 Sign/Certificate distributed




How to Certity

* American Tree Farm System — Independently Managed Groups

* MeadWestvaco Group
e Contact Mona Griswold, Virginia Group Manager
* Mona.Griswold@mwv.com

* F&W Forestry Group
* Contact Glen Worrell, Regional Manager
» gworrell@fwforestry.com

* Enviva?

* Form a new group
e Contact the American Tree Farm System
* Mike Burns, Certification Manager
 mburns@forestfoundation.org



mailto:Mona.Griswold@mwv.com
mailto:gworrell@fwforestry.com
mailto:mburns@forestfoundation.org

How to Certity

Forest Stewardship Council

* Individual Certification e Group Certification
e Family Forest Certification e SLIMF Groups
* Small, Low-Intensity * Columbia Forest Products
Managed Forests (SLIMFs) * Center for Forest & Wood &
e Less than 2,500 acres OR Certification \
* Low-intensity  The Nature Conservancy

management OR

* Managed exclusively for
non-timber forest products




How to certify

* Forest Stewardship Council

* Contact and FSC accreditation body:
* https://us.fsc.org/certifying-bodies-in-the-us.221.htm
* Orcall 612/353-4511 for a list
e Obtain bids for audit
* Auditor will make a site visit (Pre-audit)
* Walk property
 Discuss management plan
* Property certified
e Certificate issue
* Good for 5 years

e Annual audits (in-person at least once every 5 years)

ESC


https://us.fsc.org/certifying-bodies-in-the-us.221.htm

My land is under a conservation
easement. Can it be certified?

YES



What is it?

Certification

* Non-permanent
e Can be terminated at any time
* If land is sold, no longer certified

* Concerned with management

* Property rights are maintained

* May need to decertify all or part
of land

Conservation Easement
* Permanent — stays with the land

* Concerned with keeping land
open
* Landowner gives up property
rights
* Limits on development
* Limits on subdivisions



Food for Thought

e American chestnut

e ESF American Chestnut Research
and Restoration Center

 Blight resistant genes




For More Information

* To Certify or Not? An Important Question for Virginia’s Family Forest
Owners. VCE Publication ANR-50P

* Guidebook: Forest Management Certification on Private Forestlands
in the U.S. www.Pichot.org

* Dovetail Partners Inc. http://www.dovetailinc.org/

* https://www.treefarmsystem.org
* https://us.fsc.org/
 www.sfiprogram.org



http://www.pichot.org/
http://www.dovetailinc.org/
https://us.fsc.org/
https://us.fsc.org/
http://www.sfiprogram.org/

Contact

Jennifer Gagnon

VFLEP Coordinator

228 Cheatham Hall 0324
Blacksburg VA 24060
540/231-6391

jgagnon@vt.edu

http://forestupdate.frec.vt.edu

www.facebook.com/VFLEP

@VFLEP
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